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SMOG INSPECTION SHOP OWNER SENTENCED TO 100 DAYS CUSTODY FOR FELONY
COMPUTER FRAUD 

Dinh Xuan Pham, owner of "Fames Auto Repair and Body" in Ocean Beach, was
sentenced today by San Diego Judge Charles L. Patrick to 100 days custody
based on his guilty plea last month to three felony counts of "smog check"
computer fraud. A Bureau of Automotive Repair investigation showed the
defendant "clean-piping" vehicles--conducting smog inspection tests on a
vehicle that is known will pass the smog test, but attributing the test
results to a different vehicle that would otherwise fail. Computers are
used to record and send smog certification information to the State.
Intentionally inputting false information into these computers is a felony. 

Prosecutor Steven Gold said: "The people of San Diego cannot tolerate this
kind of crime. The defendant violated the public's trust in his official
licensing capacity by falsely certifying vehicles as passing the smog test.
Not only does this increase air pollution, but it hurts honest auto repair
businesses who wish to compete fairly in the marketplace." 

In addition to being sentenced to 100 days custody, the defendant was
ordered to reimburse the Bureau of Automotive Repair $5,800 for their costs
of this investigation, pay $200 to the Crime Victims' Fund, and forfeit all
his smog analysis equipment that was seized during the search warrant
conducted pursuant to this investigation. This smog equipment, valued at
over $20,000 and used by the defendant to perpetrate this fraud, will be
donated to a public school or other non-profit organization and be used for
training students. 

This case was prosecuted as a cooperative effort between the San Diego
County District Attorney's Office and the San Diego City Attorney's Office,
both of which are part of the San Diego Hazardous Waste Task Force. 
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